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Message from the Secretary General, WASP and the 

Editor, WASP Newsletter 
 

 

It gives me immense pleasure in 

presenting the readership the first issue 

of  the WASP Newsletter for the year 

2020. WASP had a very successful world 

congress at Bucharest, Romania from 

25th to 28th October 2019. Dr Rachid 

Bennegadi has taken over the new 

President of  the WASP.   

Dr Vincenzo Di Nicola was elected as the President Elect, Dr 

Andrew Molodyski was elected as Hon Treasurer and Dr 

Rakesh Chadda was elected as Hon Secretary General of  the 

WASP. The new executive has now taken over. 

The world around is going through a major crisis with the scare 

of  Corona virus spreading across all the continents. This is 

associated with medical and psychosocial consequences along 

with economic ramifications. The mental health professionals 

are likely to get requests for offering psychosocial support for 

the affected and the exposed population.  Few days ago, we in 

our Institute received such a request from the Ministry of  health 

of  the Government of  India to arrange support services for a 

group of  people coming by a special flight from China. We need 

to be prepared to deal with this crisis if  it goes on, since it is 

likely to have mental health ramifications. 

We look forward to many scientific events related to social 

psychiatry this year around the world. 19th World Congress of  

the World Association for Dynamic Psychiatry is being held  at 

Berlin on 31st March to 4th April 2020 with theme of  Peace and 

Aggression. III Congress on Mental Health is being held in 

Moscow on 26-28 June 2020 with theme of  children, society 

and future.  The World Congress of  Psychiatry is being held at 

Bangkok in October 2020. The Indian and Pakistan 

Associations of  Social Psychiatry are all also having the annual 

conferences at Bhurban and Imphal respectively this year. 

Venues for the next two WASP Congresses has also been 

decided with  WASP 2022 to be held at Nara, Japan and WASP 

2025 to be held at Montreal, Canada. 

The WASP Journal is also ready with its next issue under the 

dynamic leadership of  Professor Debasish Basu.  

The Editorial team looks forward to news and future activities 

and support from the member societies all round the world. 

Your suggestions are welcome. 

 

 

Rakesh K Chadda 

 

Editor: Rakesh K Chadda 
Co Editor: Vincenzo Di 
Nicola 
Assoc Editor: Siddharth 
Sarkar 
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Message from the President 

 

Social psychiatry confronted with globalization challenges us on three different 

levels.  

The first concerns the epistemological aspects of this discipline. Indeed, there 

is no social psychiatry without a psychotherapeutic clinic expertise and without 

psycho-anthropological resources.  

The second level concerns the ethical dimension. In effect, this intellectual 

decentralization is unavoidable for mental health professional. It is not a 

constraint, it is an indispensable complement to the therapeutic framework.  

The third level consists of adapting the two previous levels to the context of each society within the framework 

of globalization. This is not a return to the ethnological discourse but a strategy of the mental health care 

professional with the notion of empathy in solidarity. If we want to contribute to a pragmatic advancement of 

the carer-patient relationship, we must contribute to a coherent discourse of psychotherapeutic and psychiatric 

practice taking into account these three levels.   

Of course, as many examples illustrate the difficulties encountered by practitioners (psychiatrists, psychologists, 

psychoanalysts) and social workers (caregivers, educators, association leaders and public health decision-makers), 

it will be necessary to describe the cultural references, the social and societal determinants concerning the 

proposed offer of care.  

However, it will be necessary to systematically contextualize in order to hold a universalizing discourse. 

This is not an intellectual abstraction, but a necessary shift in focus to better understand the issues of paradigm 

changes in the face of globalization, which is no longer just an economic point of view but an everyday reality 

for social psychiatry.  

For the World Association of Social Psychiatry, not only do we need to keep the principles of the founders, but 

we also need to give them a dimension adapted to the great social-psycho-anthropological changes we are 

currently facing. I propose that  we continue to be involved:  

- First, in the dissemination of knowledge about our clinical practices. 

- Second, in the need to support research into the social and societal determinants of care supply and patient 

demand. 

- Thirdly, in the theoretical and pragmatic involvement of the means around the training of mental and social 

health professionals. This means also insisting on the ethical need for everyone involved in social psychiatry to 

be concerned in continuing training. 

  

Rachid Bennegadi 

Message from the Treasurer 

 

I am delighted to have been elected treasurer of WASP and am looking forward to 

working with my friends and colleagues from around the world on various 

initiatives to increase the visibility of social psychiatry around the world. This seems 

more important now than ever with increasing globalization and at the same time 

often fragmentation of local and family bonds. The world is changing and the way 

we support people with mental health problems will need to evolve too to provide 

people with the care and support they need in a humane and individualized way and 

with each individual’s voice being heard. Harnessing new technologies will be an 

important part of this to enhance our treatments and our support networks and 

interpersonal relationships, but not to replace the centrality of relationships in 

psychiatry- they are at its very heart. 

 

Andrew Molodynski 
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Message from the President Elect  

 

When I was chosen to be President-Elect of WASP at the 23rd World 

Congress of Social Psychiatry in Bucharest, Romania in October of 2019, I was 

informed that I am the first child and family specialist to lead an international 

medical association not specifically oriented to children and youth, such as the 

International Association for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Allied 

Professions (IACAPAP) or the International Pediatrics Association (IPA). As 

a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist and Family Psychiatrist with training in 

Developmental Psychology and Paediatrics, I hope to bring the cause of 

children and their families to centre stage at WASP and for world social 

psychiatry.   

I am very grateful to the WASP member associations and the WASP Executive Committee for your trust in 

making this bold choice to represent children and youth – the “orphan population” in all the domains of clinical 

practice, teaching, research and policy in health care today.  

Children and youth are the most vulnerable populations all over the world, as both clinical experience and 

research on the social determinants of health reveal to us on a daily basis. My practice from the outset has been 

as a community child psychiatrist, working with schools and other community partners, using a shared care 

model with primary care physicians, as a consultant to community mental health teams, privileging community 

and school-based interventions whenever possible, and offering family therapy and other relational and social 

supports.  

The themes of my concerns with children and families that I wish to bring to the attention of world social 

psychiatry through WASP include:  

Attachment, belonging, social solidarity ; Belonging is to social psychiatry what attachment is child psychiatry 

“The longest shadow” : The lifelong pervasive impacts of Adverse Childhood Events (ACE) 

The Global South: An emergent epistemology for Social Psychiatry 

Trauma: Direct, vicarious, and intergenerational trauma are the daily lot of children everywhere 

Migrants and mental health: The predicament of migrants and refugees impacts children and families   

Last year, 2019, was a banner year for Social Psychiatry in Canada. We re-established the Canadian Association 

of Social Psychiatry (CASP) of which I am Founder, Past President (1996-1999) and Current President (2019-

2022). CASP made numerous presentations at the 23rd WASP World Congress in Bucharest, where we were 

successful in our bid to bring the 25th WASP World Congress of Social Psychiatry to Montreal in 2025.   

I am very grateful to the CASP Executive Committee – Martine Dériger (Executive Director), Manon 

Charbonneau (Vice-President), Constantin Tranulis (Treasurer), Daphne Marussi (Secretary) and Jonathan 

Lafontaine (Resident member), to CASP presidential advisors Profs. Eliot Sorel and K. Sonu Gaind, and to the 

CASP Board of Directors for their enthusiastic support.   

Canada has a rich history of Social Psychiatry, including: the pioneering social epidemiology of Alexander 

Leighton; the contributions of the Division of Social and Transcultural Psychiatry at McGill University since the 

1950s (where I trained); and CASP (first established in 1995, re-established in 2019) which hosted the 16th 

WASP World Congress in Vancouver, BC in 1998 for which I was Congress Co-President with then WASP 

President Eliot Sorel. 

My vision for WASP was set out in my Social Psychiatry Manifesto. My initiatives through CASP and now as 

WASP President-Elect include: A North American Social Psychiatry Alliance (NASPA) with the USA, the 

Dominican Republic and Mexico; and An All-Americas Social Psychiatry Alliance (AASPA) with all of the 

associations of the Western hemisphere affiliated with WASP, including Argentina, Brazil and Chile in South 

America; A new WASP Section on Eco-Social Psychiatry, including the impact of climate change on mental 

health and the burgeoning area of disaster psychiatry.  

CASP and WASP together welcome you to join us for the WASP 25th World Congress of Social Psychiatry in 

Montreal in 2025 – WASP 25/25 Montreal.  

  

Vincenzo Di Nicola 
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WASP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OFFICERS 

 

  

President: Rachid Bennegadi (France) 

Prof Honoris Causa of the Sigmund Freud  University ,Vienna 

Medical referent of Sigmund Freud University, Paris 

Vice President, French Mental Health League 

 digaben@gmail.com 

 

President Elect  :  Vincenzo Di Nicola 

President, Canadian Association of Social Psychiatry (CASP) 

President-Elect, World Association of Social Psychiatry (WASP) 

Professor, Dept. of Psychiatry & Addictions, University of Montreal 

Clinical Professor, Dept. of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, The George Washington 

University 

 vincenzodinicola@gmail.com 

 

Secretary General :  Rakesh K Chadda 

Professor & Head, Department of Psychiatry, and Chief, National Drug Dependence 

Treatment Centre, All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

Ansari Nagar, New Delhi 110029, India 

 drrakeshchadda@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer :  Andrew Molodynski, 

Consultant Psychiatrist, Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust 

Honorary Senior Clinical Lecturer, Oxford University 

Deputy National Speciality Lead for Mental Health, NIHR CRN 

Andrew.Molodynski@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk 

 

Advisors: Driss Moussaoui (Morocco), Roy Abraham Kallivayalil (India) 

 

Council of Past Presidents: Jorge A. Costa e Silva (Brazil), Eliot Sorel (US), Shridhar Sharma 

(India), Tsutomu Sakuta (Japan), Julio Arbola-Flores (Canada),  Driss Moussaoui (Morocco), Tom K 

Jamieson- Craig (UK), Roy Abraham Kallivayalil (India) 

 

Message from Prof Tom Craig 

 

Dear colleagues, 

As I write, anxiety about the status of Corona virus is emerging across Europe with 

notable outbreaks across the world, notably South Korea, Iran with smaller pockets 

around the globe. According to headlines in today’s edition of a national newspaper, 

there is now a pandemic alert with some towns in Italy ‘ in lockdown’ following ‘ a 

massive rise in the number of new infections’ 1 In practice there are just 155 positive 

tests in Italy and 4 new cases in England. But the arrival of new infectious disease has 

reawakened ancient fears.  

The patient is both victim and vector, stimulating fear, stigmatization and discrimination. While containment of 

infection and limiting transmission must be a public health priority, social psychiatrists also have a role, 

providing, leading and advising the delivery of psychosocial support for patients and affected families, health 

staff and volunteers. We know a great deal about how to communicate difficult news, how to recognise and 

manage extreme reactions and are generally good at liaison. Corona virus is hardly ebola, but dealing with  that 

outbreak has given us a great deal of knowledge about what psychosocial support is most helpful for reducing 

fear, changing beliefs and providing the right kind of sensitization messages 2 . 

1. ‘Coronavirus pandemic alert as UK and Italy hit’. Daily Telegraph 24/02/2020 

2. ‘ Psychological First Aid for Ebola virus disease’ 

http://www.who.int/mental_health/emergencies/psychological_first_aid_ebola/en/ 

Tom Craig 24 February 2020 

mailto:digaben@gmail.com
mailto:vincenzodinicola@gmail.com
mailto:drrakeshchadda@gmail.com
mailto:Andrew.Molodynski@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
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WASP Bucharest Declaration on Social Well-being and Mental Health Evidence Informed Policies 

 

We, the participants of the 23rd World Congress of Psychiatry, Bucharest, Romania October 25-28, 2019 affirm 

that social determinants of mental health and access to care needs urgent attention of policy makers, planners, 

administrators, mental health professionals and governments of the world. At this Congress, global citizens, 

service users, families, careers, mental health advocates and professionals with an interest in mental health have 

come together to express our belief that there is no good mental health in absence of good social, economic and 

physical environments.  

  

We support the Astana Declaration, confirming the fundamental right of every human being to the enjoyment of 

the highest attainable standard of health without distinction of any kind. Good mental health care together with 

good social integration for service users and their families are two pillars that contribute to put into practice this 

fundamental right. 

  

We consider that the conditions in which people are born, grow, develop, live, work and become older are 

shaped by the distribution of power, political will and resources at global, national and local levels. These 

conditions may contribute to mental disorders onset and course: the social inequalities are associated with 

increased risk of many common health disorders – including mental health disorders – and even of premature 

death. 

  

We also recognize that these mentioned conditions may become a valuable protective resource to improve the 

population global health, and to reduce the risk of mental disorders, if managed properly. For that, actions need 

to be universal, across the whole of society, and proportionate to the needs, in order to level the social gradient 

in health outcomes. 

  

We believe that by acting on the social conditions in which people live it is possible to contribute to promote the 

person’s dignity, a better subjective mental health and well-being, to build the capacity of communities to 

manage adversity, and to reduce the burden and consequences of mental health problems. We also believe that 

disadvantages because of mental health problems damage the social cohesion of communities and societies by 

decreasing interpersonal trust, social participation and civic engagement. 

  

We declare that social interventions are crucial for the prevention of mental disorders, and they should be 

considered in any plan of treatment for these disorders. Social problems and mental health problems are 

interrelated, and they cannot be solved without collaboration between all institutions, providers and disciplines 

of human knowledge, influence and action. 

  

We recognize Social Psychiatry as a branch of Psychiatry concerned with the effects of the social environment 

on the mental health of individuals as well as the effects of persons with mental disorders on the social 

environment. Social Psychiatry is specifically focused on the interpersonal and cultural context of mental 

disorders and mental well-being.  

  

We support the Alma-Ata and Astana declarations, and professionals working in Social Psychiatry have the right 

and the duty to participate individually and collectively in the planning and implementation of the mental health 

care. These professionals have a moral responsibility to speak for patients and their needs, highlight the impact 

of social inequalities and resulting inequalities as a result of mental illness, and advocate for those who are most 

vulnerable and may not have a voice or may not be heard. 

  

WHEREAS, 14% of the global burden of disease is attributed to mental disorders;  

WHEREAS, mental disorders account worldwide for 21 % of the total number of years lived with disability; 

WHEREAS most of the people affected by these disorders, - 75% in many low-income countries - do not have 

access to the treatment they need; 

WHEREAS there is a gap between what is needed and what is currently available to reduce the burden of 

mental disorders worldwide and to promote mental health. 
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WASP Bucharest Declaration on Social Well-being and Mental Health Evidence Informed Policies 

(contd…) 

 

We call on governments at all levels to ensure: 

that social well-being principles are included in their mental health policies and programmes and that people 

with mental illness and their families are included in the design and implementation of these policies and 

programmes. 

the equitable and universal distribution of power and resources at global, national and local levels in order to 

satisfy the population mental health needs in all ages 

that there is parity of funding to support promotion of mental health and the prevention and management of 

mental illness.  

  

We urge the United Nations, the WHO,  the World Bank and other international organizations to continue their 

collaboration to ensure parity of funding for mental and physical health. 

  

We call local, regional, national and international associations and organizations of social and mental health 

professionals, service users and providers, producers, families and careers to advocate for the promotion of 

social determinants of health and to denounce any attempt of the dignity in the care of persons with mental 

health disorders 

  

We support and advocate for integrative collaboration between primary care, secondary care, social care, mental 

health services users and their families, careers & communities, society, governments, NGO’s and private sector 

as a tool to accelerate the delivery of best mental health coverage and to improve the population mental health 

and social well-being 

  

We call on institutions involved in education and training of mental health and social care professionals to 

include in all graduation and post-graduation curricula the social dimension issues in mental health as well the 

development of skills to manage the social dimension and resources in the prevention, treatment and 

rehabilitation of persons with mental health problems. 

  

We call the World Health Organization and the Nations to: 

Foster the researches and innovation in mental health, to ensure affordable and appropriate prevention, 

treatment and rehabilitation interventions in an integrated manner, with multidisciplinary teams  to increase life 

expectancy and quality of life 

Use the results of the researches to develop an evidence brief for policy on mental health  

Convene a deliberative policy dialogue  

Develop a mental health evidence-informed policy, action plan to implement it and assess the related -

performance of health systems to improve the mental health of populations  

Engage in these processes from the early stages the key stakeholders: politicians, researchers, public health-

decision makers, patients and communities in large.  

 

  

Signed by: 

 

Prof Roy Abraham Kallivayalil (WASP President) 

Prof Rachid Bennegadi (WASP President Elect) 

Prof Fernando Lolas (WASP Secretary General) 

Prof Doina Cozman (Co-chair, National Org Committee) 

Dr Alexandru Paziuc (Co-chair, National Org Committee)    

 

28 October, 2019 
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NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 

 

ARGENTINA 

I am writing you in my condition as President of the Argentine Branch of the World Association of Social Psychiatry 

WASP, with the purpose to let you know about the activities of the Argentine Branch, covering the period from 2019- 

2020. 

On November 22, 2019 It was celebrated the first conference of the Argentine Branch of the WASP at the French 

Alliance campus in the city of Buenos Aires Argentina, under the theme “Power. Fanaticism and Resilience. Impact on 

the health of the community”. The conference was organized with collaboration of AMEPSA Argentine Branch of 

WADP. This event was held with the participation of keynote speakers and with the presence of the people of the 

community. 

We have participated in the Mental Health Program of the Argentine Medical Association AMA for medical training, 

Psychiatrists, and other health professionals with different themes as Anxiety disorders, depression, Schizophrenic 

disorders and others. The topics focused on social determinants and psychosocial interventions, among others 

important aspects. 

In this year we will present at the local speciality congresses activities related to an area of great importance such as 

Rehabilitation and Psychosocial intervention in Violence. 

We will focus on the protection of the rights of people with mental disorders and their families. We will participate in 

areas in which the Policies of Mental Health are defined. 

Other purposes are to elaborate joint actions with associations in the region to take care of mental health, the fight 

against stigma and discrimination and a better quality of life for people with mental disorders and their families. 

Prof Alejandra Maddocks 

President Argentine Branch WASP 

 

PAKISTAN 

Report  on 14TH International NeuroPsyconConfrence 

14THInternational NeuroPsyconConfrence and 1st  International 

Conference on Social Psychiatry, 12th to 14th April 2019, PC Hotel 

Bhurban Murree, Pakaistan, in collaboration with Pakistan Association of 

Social Psychiatry (PASP), Psychiatric Welfare Association and World 

Association of social Psychiatry (WASP). 

The inaugural session of this International Conference was chaired by the 

Chief Guest Khalid Hussain Magsi, MNA, Chairman, Standing 

Committee for Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation and 

Coordination, Islamabad, Pakistan.Chief Guest acknowledged the 

importance of treating mental disorders. The chief guest alsoinaugurated 

the pharmaceutical exhibition organized on this occasion. 

1st Scientific session was on Social Psychiatry and more than 10 Original Research papers related to social psychiatry 

were presented by National and International Researchers. Prof Mazhar Malik, one of leading Psychiatrist, also spoke 

on Social Determinants of Mental health andinnovation in the treatment of depressive disorders was discussed by Prof 

Imran Ijaz Haider during this session. 

Leading Psychiatrist, Psychologists, Psychiatric Nurses and social workers from all over Pakistan participated in 

academic and scientific sessions. More than 30 original research papers were presented during this International 

NeuropsyconConfrence. 

Following were the psychiatrists contributed with their original research papers and recent updates on psychiatric 

disorders. Prof M Riaz Bhatti, Prof Mazhar Malik , Prof Raza Ur Rahman, Prof Imran Ijaz Haider, Prof Fareed Aslam 

Minhas and Dr Mowdat H Rana. 

Following areas of social Psychiatry were discussed during this International  Conference. 

• Social Determinants of Mental health 

• Psychology of learning Entrepreneurship skills 

• Optimizing Unmet Needs of Mental Health through Psychosocial intervention   

• Life skills for Mental Health Professionals. 

• Optimizing Management of Bipolar Depression 

 The 10th meeting of Executive Committee Members of Pakistan Association of Social Psyciatry (PASP), office bearers 

and founder members was also held. 

Concluding session was chaired by the Guest of Honour, Dr Nosheen Hamid, Federal Parliamentary Secretary, 

Conference shields were distributed to the invited speakers of the conference. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES 

 
INDIA 

The 26rd National Conference of Indian Association for Social Psychiatry was held on 30th November to 1st Dec 

2019 at Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The theme of the conference was “Social Psychiatry in Digital Age”. It was attended by 

about three hundred delegates comprising of psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers and persons working in the 

field of digital technology. 

The 27th National conference of Indian Association for Social Psychiatry will be held on 6th-8th November 2020 

Regional Institute of Medical sciences, Imphal, Manipur. The theme of the conference is “Conflicts, Culture & Social 

Wellness”. 

 

CANADA 

The Canadian Association of Social Psychiatry (CASP) Rejoins the WASP Family  

At the 23rd WASP World Congress of Social Psychiatry, Bucharest, Romania – October 25-28, 2019 

The 2019 WASP World Congress of Social Psychiatry in Bucharest, Romania not only marked the Canadian 

Association of Social Psychiatry’s (CASP)’s official return to the WASP family after a dormant period, it also provided 

a forum for significant scientific contributions from Canadian psychiatrists and mental health professionals to enhance 

the World Congress scientific programme. 

In addition to the half-dozen Canadian psychiatrists (Drs. Charbonneau, Di Nicola, Gaind, Marussi, Tempier, and 

Tranulis) involved in various parts of the program, the congress heard from Ms. Louise Bradley, President and CEO 

of the Mental Health Commission of Canada, and Dr. Manon Charbonneau gave a talk on behalf of Ms. Mary Deacon 

about the Bell Mental Health initiative. Canadian involvement included presenting or chairing over a dozen sessions, 

including plenaries, workshops, free papers, and half a dozen symposia. 

Highlights included a symposium on “Canadian Perspectives on Social Psychiatry: From Stigma Reduction to Intimate 

Partner Violence to Multiculturalism,” chaired by Drs. Vincenzo Di Nicola and Manon Charbonneau. Dr. Di Nicola 

spoke on the history and a vision for the future of Social Psychiatry. Dr. Manon Charbonneau spoke on 

stigma/discrimination as she shared her lived experience of mental disorder, and described her experience as a friend 

and ambassador 2019 of Bell Let’s Talk. Dr. Charbonneau described how she went through self-stigma, as described 

by Patrick Corrigan, and going through a hierarchy of disclosure strategies from secrecy, then selective disclosure to 

broadcasting and strategies for change.  Dr. Marussi provided insights on the difficult and all too often overlooked 

topic of intimate partner violence, and Dr. Tranulis gave a Canadian perspective on multiculturalism and mental 

health.  

This well-attended symposium followed a historic gathering of social psychiatrists from five continents (Africa, Asia, 

Europe, North and South America) for a groundbreaking symposium initiated by CASP on “Defining Social 

Psychiatry in the 21st Century: A World Perspective” chaired by CASP President and WASP President-Elect Dr. 

Vincenzo Di Nicola (Canada) and WASP President Dr. Rachid Bennegadi (France).  

Another rapidly evolving and controversial area worldwide is implementation of assisted dying policies in jurisdictions 

around the world.  Canada has now had nearly 3 years of experience since assisted dying legislation and policies were 

introduced across the country.  The Council of Canadian Academies (CCA) Expert Panel, on which Dr. Gaind sat, 

was tasked with studying requests for Assisted Dying where mental illness is the sole underlying criterion, and tabled 

its expert report to Parliament in December 2018. Significant issues remain open for debate, research and 

interpretation of evidence.  Participating in a symposium chaired by Prof. Eliot Sorel on Dying with Dignity: Global 

Perspectives, Dr. Gaind spoke on the particular challenges regarding how mental illnesses are considered in assisted 

dying frameworks, asking the question, “What if there is no Goldilocks solution?” 

The 2019 WASP Congress provided a wonderful opportunity for Canada and Canadian mental health professionals to 

interact with our international colleagues.  We look forward to continued and productive involvement with WASP, 

and to working on changing the structural disparities that exist worldwide at many levels in mental health around 

funding, research, prevention, education, and the workplace; and ensuring mental health is viewed and addressed as a 

public health priority and fundamental human right.  And we were delighted to win the bid to bring the 25th WASP 

World Congress of Social Psychiatry to Montreal, Quebec in 2025, after what promises to be a meaningful and historic 

24th WASP World Congress in Nara, Japan in 2022.  

Acknowledgements: I wish to thank my Canadian CASP colleagues for their contributions: K. Sonu Gaind, MD, 

FRCPC, DFCPA, FAPA, CASP Presidential Advisor, Associate Professor of Psychiatry, University of Toronto; and 

Manon Charbonneau, MD, FRCPC, DFCPA, Vice-President, CASP, Assistant Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, 

University of Montreal. A version of this report was published in the Global Mental Health & Psychiatry Review, 

Winter 2020, 1(1): 5-6 and appears here with the permission of the Editor-in-Chief, Prof. Eliot Sorel. 

Vincenzo Di Nicola 
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MEMBER SOCIETIES OF WASP AND THEIR CONTACT 

 

Argentina: Argentina branch of WASP. President- Prof Alejandra Maddocks alemaddocks@gmail.com 

Secretary- Dr Adhelma Pereira argentinawasp@gmail.com 

Austria: Austrian Association of Social Psychiatry- President- Johannes Wancata 

johannes.wancata@meduniwien.ac.at 

Bangladesh: National Society of WASP of Bangladesh- President- Prof Mohammod Golam Rabbani 

rabbanigolam33@gmail.com 

Brazil: Brazilian Association of Social Psychiatry- President- Adalberto de Paula Barreto email : 

abarret1@matrix.com.br 

Chile: Chilean Society for Social Psychiatry (CSSP)- President- Dr Rafael Sepúlveda. presidencia@sonepsyn.cl 

dr.rafael.sepulveda@gmail.com Coordinator- Juan Maass juan.maasspi@gmail.com 

Canada: Canadian Association of Social Psychiatry- President- Vincenzo Di Nicola. 

vincenzodinicola@gmail.com Secretary General- Daphne Marussi daphnemarussi@hotmail.com 

Dominican Republic: Dominican Society of Social Psychiatry- President- Dr Fernando Sanchez Martinez 

fernando.sanchez@claro.net.do Secretary- Dr Cesar Mella Mejias cesarm2@claro.net.do 

sdpdirectorio@gmail.com 

Egypt: PHASE-President: Samir Mohamed Foad Abou El Magd sampsych@hotmail.com 

Finland: Finnish Association of Social Psychiatry- President- Sami Pirkola Sami.Pirkola@staff.uta.fi 

France: French Society of Social Psychiatry President- Rachid Bennegadi bennegadi@minkowska.com 

Germany (German Academy for Psychoanalysis):President Maria Ammon dapberlin@t-online.de 

Greece: Society of Preventive Psychiatry- President- Prof George Christodoulou 

profgchristodoulou@gmail.com 

Secretary General- Andreas Zachariadis andzach@gmail.com 

India: Indian Association for Social Psychiatry)- President- Indira Sharmaindira_06@rediffmail.com , Secretary 

General- Mamta Sood soodmamta@gmail.com 

Italy: Italian Association of Social Psychiatry- President- Antonello Bellomo antonellobellomo@tiscali.it 

Japan: Japanese Society for Social Psychiatry)- President – Masafumi Mizuno mizuno@med.toho-u.ac.jp 

Website http://www.jssp.info/rijicho.html  

Korea: Korean Association of Social and Community Psychiatry. President- Tae-Yeon Hwang 

lilymh@gmail.com 

Lithuania: Lithuanian Cultural Psychiatry Association. President- Palmira Rudalev palmirarudalev@yahoo.com 

Secretary- Paulius Rudalevicius  paulius.rudalevicius@gmail.com 

Madagascar: Société Malgache de Psychiatrie- President- Adeline Raharivelo rahariveloa@yahoo.fr 

Morocco: Association Marocaine de Psychiatrie Sociale- President- Driss Moussaoui drissm49@gmail.com 

Nepal: Nepalese Society of Social Psychiatry)- President- Saroj Ojha ojhasp@yahoo.com General Secretary- 

Rishav Koirala rishavk@gmail.com 

Pakistan- Pakistan Association of Social Psychiatry- President- M Riaz Bhatti profmrbhatti@hotmail.comSenior 

Vice President- Mazhar Malik mazharm16@hotmail.com , General Secretary- Nisar Hussain 

nisar561@hotmail.com 

Romania: Romanian Society of Social Psychiatry- President Alex Paziuc apaziuc@yahoo.com 

Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka Association for Social Psychiatry- President -Harischandra Gambheera 

hgambheera@gmail.com 

Secretary- Dr Chamari Mudalige chamarimudalige@yahoo.com 

Sweden: Swedish Social Psychiatric Forum- President- Jan Persson jan.persson@regionjh.se 

Switzerland: Swiss Society for Social Psychiatry- President Yasser Khazaal Yasser.Khazaal@hcuge.ch 

USA: American Association for Social Psychiatry- President- Kenneth Thompson visiblehands@mac.com , 

President Elect- Sheila Judge susanmjudge@gmail.com 

mailto:alemaddocks@gmail.com
mailto:argentinawasp@gmail.com
mailto:johannes.wancata@meduniwien.ac.at
mailto:rabbanigolam33@gmail.com
mailto:abarret1@matrix.com.br
mailto:presidencia@sonepsyn.cl
mailto:dr.rafael.sepulveda@gmail.com
mailto:juan.maasspi@gmail.com
mailto:vincenzodinicola@gmail.com
mailto:daphnemarussi@hotmail.com
mailto:fernando.sanchez@claro.net.do
mailto:cesarm2@claro.net.do
mailto:sdpdirectorio@gmail.com
mailto:sampsych@hotmail.com
mailto:Sami.Pirkola@staff.uta.fi
mailto:bennegadi@minkowska.com
mailto:dapberlin@t-online.de
mailto:dapberlin@t-online.de
mailto:dapberlin@t-online.de
mailto:profgchristodoulou@gmail.com
mailto:andzach@gmail.com
mailto:Sharmaindira_06@rediffmail.com
mailto:soodmamta@gmail.com
mailto:antonellobellomo@tiscali.it
mailto:mizuno@med.toho-u.ac.jp
mailto:mizuno@med.toho-u.ac.jp
mailto:mizuno@med.toho-u.ac.jp
mailto:lilymh@gmail.com
mailto:palmirarudalev@yahoo.com
mailto:paulius.rudalevicius@gmail.com
mailto:rahariveloa@yahoo.fr
mailto:drissm49@gmail.com
mailto:ojhasp@yahoo.com
mailto:rishavk@gmail.com
mailto:profmrbhatti@hotmail.com
mailto:mazharm16@hotmail.com
mailto:nisar561@hotmail.com
mailto:apaziuc@yahoo.com
mailto:hgambheera@gmail.com
mailto:chamarimudalige@yahoo.com
mailto:jan.persson@regionjh.se
mailto:Yasser.Khazaal@hcuge.ch
mailto:visiblehands@mac.com
mailto:susanmjudge@gmail.com
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A Report of the WASP Bucharest Congress 2019 

 

The 23rd World Congress of Social Psychiatry (WASP 2019) was held at Bucharest from 25th to 28th  October 2019. 

The Congress was a grand success with participation of  653 delegates from 66 countries. The theme of the Congress 

was “The Social Determinants of Health & Mental Health and Access to Care”.  The largest delegations came from 

Romania-297, India-29, UK-25, Japan-23, Thailand-23, France-21, Australia-18, USA-17, Portugal- 17, Italy -16 and 

Germany-13.  There were 441 scientific presentations including 16 plenary sessions, 53 symposia, 19 workshops, 97 

free papers and 81 e-posters.  

 

World Social Psychiatry, the official Journal of the WASP was launched during the Congress with Professor 

Debasish Basu  as the Founder Editor.  

 

Yves Pelicier Award 2019, the most prestigious WASP Award, was presented to Professor Norman Sartorius in 

recognition of his outstanding contribution to Social Psychiatry. Professor Sartorius delivered a lecture on “Are the 

current paradigms of work against stigma obsolete?” 

 

Presidential Address: was delivered by Prof Roy Abraham Kallivayalil, President, WASP on “Psychiatry- from 

Biological Reductionism to a Bio Psycho Social Perspective”.  

 

Other Plenary Sessions included Joshua Bierer Lecture by Daniel David on “Psychocultural profile of Romania and 

its implication for mental health field”; Ms Louise Bradley on “Mental Health Commission of Canada”; Address by in-

coming President- Rachid Bennegadi on “ The digital era and its imprint on self-consciousness: Psycho-socio-

anthropological aspects” ; by Helen Killaspy on “Addressing the ongoing marginalisation of people with complex 

mental health needs.”; Tom Craig : “ Love, hate and indifference: the power of social relationships in the cause, 

prevention and cure of mental disorder.”; Afzal Javed: “Involving Patients, carers & families in the treatment 

programmes: Some emerging priorities in current psychiatric practice”; Debasish Basu: “From the Rat Park to 

Romania, via Vietnam and Iceland: An exploration into the social determinants of substance use and addiction”; 

Mohan Isaac: “Mental Health in developing countries during the past 50 years: Lessons for the future”; Oye Gureje- 

“Social changes and the mental health and wellbeing of the elderly: results from the Ibadan Study of Ageing”; Boris 

Cyrulnik: “Resilience of children in wars.”; Driss Moussaoui- 'Psycho-social help in rural areas: What can we do?”; 

Andres Pumariega- Acculturation, Cultural Identity, and Mental Health: Implications for Post-Modern Youth”; 

Gabriel Ivbijaro: “Stigma and social distance for schizophrenia in psychiatrists, general practitioners and service users 

as a barrier to universal health; Plenary Theme Symposium (Chair and four speakers) :  Prof Eliot Sorel, USA (Chair), 

Prof T. Sakuta (Japan), Prof Marianne Kastrup (Denmark), Prof Fernando Lolas (Chile) and Prof Rakesh Chadda 

(Delhi) 

 

WASP Honorary Fellowships 2019: Thirty one eminent persons were elected as Honorary Fellows in recognition of 

their outstanding contribution to the health and well-being of the people and the advancement of Social Psychiatry. 

This is the highest honour awarded by WASP. The Fellowships were presented by President Roy Kallivayalil during 

the inaugural session on Oct 25th to the following distinguished persons: Afzal Javed- UK, Pakistan, Alexandru 

Paziuc- Romania, Andres Pumariega- USA , Andrew Molodynski-UK, Boris Cyrulnik- France, David Ndetei, Kenya, 

Debasish Basu- India, Doina Cozman- Romania, Epaminondas Spiliotopoulos, Greece, Eugenio Rothe- USA, 

Fernando Lolas- Chile, Gabriel Ivbijaro- UK, George Christodoulou- Greece, Geraldo Sales- Brazil, Guiseppe Brera- 

Italy, Indira Sharma- India, Jayan Mendis- Srilanka, Juan Maass- Chile, Lars Hansso- Sweden, Maria Ammon- 

Germany, Maria Lopez Ibor- Spain, Mazhar Malik- Pakistan, Miguel Caldas de Almeida - Portugal, P Joseph Varghese- 

India, Paul Lacaze- France, PK Dalal- India, Sheila Judge- USA, Sudarshan N Pradhan- Nepal, Tae-Yeon Hwang- 

Korea, Toshimasa Maruta- Japan, Vincenzo de Nicola- Canada. 

 

Early Career Psychiatrists Fellowships: were awarded to 21 young colleagues from all parts of the world:  

Abhishek Ghosh- India, M Mielimaka,Poland- Mariana Pinto da Costa - Portugal, Sharad Philip- India, Deenu 

Chacko- India, Kabir Garg- India, Swapnajeet Sahoo- India, Siddharth Sarkar- India, Rawan Masri- Jordan, Suvarna 

Jyothi - India, M Shalbafan- Iran, Giulia Menculini- Italy, Maria Bodic- USA, Vivian Kapil- India, Mi Jang- Korea, 

Anne Nobels- Belgium, Rossalina- Indonesia, Bikram Kafle- Nepal, Dulangi Dahanayake- Sri Lanka, Oum Vantheara-  

Cambodia, J Makenga-  Kenya. 

 

Presidential Symposia, Panel Discussions and Workshops were other highlights. Apart from a grand opening 

ceremony, there were cultural evenings in which the delegates joined with enthusiasm. 



WASP Bucharest Congress 2019- A Grand Success! (contd…) 

 

WASP General Assembly was held on Oct 26, 2019 in which delegates representing the Member Societies 

participated. The GA has elected the following new EC.  

1. President- Prof Rachid Bennegadi, France   

2. President Elect- Prof Vincenzo Di Nicola, Canada    

3. Secretary General- Prof Rakesh Chadda, India   

4. Treasurer- Dr Andrew Molodynski, UK   

 

Our heartiest congratulations to them and we wish, they will take WASP to greater heights. Outgoing president 

handed over charge to the new President at the closing ceremony.  

 

I am obliged to my fellow EC members Rachid Bennegadi, Fernando Lolas and Marianne Kastrup and my advisors 

Eliot Sorel and Tom Craig for their help and support at all times. My special thanks to our member societies and 

sections for their involvement. Our Romanian colleagues led by Doina Cozman and Alex Paziuc ably assisted by Alina 

of our PCO has made the Congress an unforgettable event! 

 

Prof Roy Abraham Kallivayalil 

Immediate Past President, World Association of Social Psychiatry  
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Message from Immediate Past President 

 

Looking back at the last WASP triennium (2016-19) 

At the outset, we wish grand success for the current WASP leadership led by Rachid Bennegadi (President), 

Vicenzo Di Nicola (President Elect), Rakesh Chadda (Secretary General) and Andrew Molodynski (Treasurer). 

We know, they will take WASP to greater and greater heights. It will be my privilege to help and support this 

team along with Driss Moussaoui as advisors.  

 

Looking back: This is also an occasion to look back on the achievements of the past triennium (2016-19), to 

build on the good work already done and to explore new areas and avenues under the new WASP leadership.       

1. Activities and achievements: We had a hectic period of activity during the last triennium.  We had focused 

on expanding WASP to all regions of the world, starting a Scientific Journal of our own, enlarging the work of 

our Sections, collaboration with other organisations, Anti Stigma campaign, etc. And we had some remarkable 

successes as illustrated below: 

2. Executive Committee meetings: We had ten meetings to discuss various Association matters: i) New 

Delhi- December 2016  ii) Paris on 20 Jan 2017 iii) Paris on 29 June 2017 iv) Vienna on 5 April 2018 v) 

Versailles on 13 Sept 2018 vi) Moscow, Oct 5, 2018 vii) Kochi, India on 9 Dec 2018 viii) Geneva on 25 March 

2019, ix) Versailles on 24 October 2019 and x) Bucharest on 25 Oct 2019.  These meetings discussed ways of 

strengthening the organisation and to achieve our stated objectives. 

3. The 23rd World Congress of Social Psychiatry, Bucharest, Oct 25-28, 2019, was a grand success with 653 

delegates from 66 countries participating. The theme of the Congress was, “The Social Determinants of Health 

& Mental Health and Access to Care”.  The largest delegations came from Romania-297, India-29, UK-25, 

Japan-23, Thailand-23, France-21, Australia-18, USA-17, Portugal- 17, Italy -16 and Germany-13.  There were 

441 scientific presentations including 16 plenary sessions, 53 symposia, 19 workshops, 97 free papers and 81 e-

posters 

4. World Social Psychiatry: We are extremely delighted to have launched the first issue of World Social 

Psychiatry Journal during WASP Congress, Bucharest.  Let me place on record our hearty appreciation to the 

dynamic editor Prof Debasish Basu and his hard-working team!  

5. New Member Societies: Our member societies have increased by nearly 40% in the triennium from 19 in 

2016 to 26 in 2019. Member Societies from seven new countries- Greece, Finland, Bangladesh, Argentina, 

Canada, Lithuania and Dominican Republic have joined WASP. We are sure that our Association will benefit 

immensely with their collaboration and work. 

6. Early Career Psychiatrists Fellowships: We have awarded 21 ECP Fellowships at Bucharest Congress. The 

number of Fellowships have increased to 21 from 10 recognising the interest of our younger colleagues in Social 

Psychiatry. Let me place on record my appreciation to Past President T Sakuta for his generous support to this.  

7. New Sections: We have appointed three new Sections- Early Career Psychiatrists Section, Section on 

Coercion in Psychiatry and Section on Child and Adolescent Mental Health, taking the number of Sections to 12 

from 9. The work of all the Sections need to be streamlined further.  

8. Collaboration: We have continuing non- official collaboration with many organisations like WHO, WPA, 

WMA, WFHM, Union of Mental Health, Russia and others. We have to work on making some of these 

collaborations official.  

9. FAST Programme: This is our Fight Against Stigma launched with the collaboration of Sanofi. We have 

annual meetings every year to assess the success of this programme and a Presidential Symposium was organised 

at Bucharest 2019 on this theme. Our work, especially in LAMI countries has been widely appreciated.  

10. WASP Regional Meetings and co-sponsored Congresses: The WASP Regional Congress was held in 

Kochi, India in December 2018. Attended by more than 300 delegates, it was a big success with an outstanding 

scientific programme. Besides we have co-sponsored several other international meetings as well. 

11. WASP Textbook: We are on the way to publish the World Association of Social Psychiatry Text Book: 

Historical, Cultural, developmental and clinical perspectives. The editors of the book are Gogineni, Pumariega, 

Kastrup, Rothe and Kallivayalil. Oxford University Press is very cooperative, helpful and pleased to publish our 

book. The book currently has 34 chapters, written by internationally known social psychiatrists. Oxford is 

hoping to bring out the book in late spring of summer of 2020. 



13 

Message from Immediate Past President (contd…) 

 

Let me place on record my immense gratitude to my fellow members in the EC of last triennium- Prof Rachid 

Bennegadi (President Elect), Prof Fernando Lolas (Secretary General) and Prof Marianne Kastrup (Treasurer) 

for their help and support. Let me also specially thank our Advsors Prof Tom Craig and Prof Eliot Sorel. We 

owe great appreciation to Ms Alina Puscas at Bucharest who is doing tremendous work! Above all, I am grateful 

to all our leaders and Member Societies from across the world. 

  

Prof Roy Abraham Kallivayalil 

Immediate Past President, World Association of Social Psychiatry 

Professor & Head, Dept of Psychiatry 

Pushpagiri Institute of Medical Sciences,    

Tiruvalla, Kerala- 689 101,  India 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

Email of  Secretary, World Association for Social Psychiatry: sec.gen.wasp@gmail.com 

Journal of  WASP – World Social Psychiatry accessible at: http://www.worldsocialpsychiatry.org 

 
Newsletter designing: Rakesh Chadda, Siddharth Sarkar 

XVII National Conference of Indian Association for Social Psychiatry 
(NCIASP), 6th - 8th Nov 2020, Imphal, Manipur, India 

XXIV World Congress of Social Psychiatry, 16th - 20th Nov 2022 
Nara, Japan 

mailto:sec.gen.wasp@gmail.com
http://www.worldsocialpsychiatry.org/
http://www.worldsocialpsychiatry.org/


Glimpses from the 23rd World Congress of Social Psychiatry 
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